Accounting Financial Analysis Project

In response to the need for students to be able to analyze and use financial data, rather than just apply debit and credit rules to transactions, I created the Accounting Financial Analysis Project.  

In the tenth year of my career as a Business Education teacher at Omaha Central High School, seven of which I have taught both Intro and Advanced levels of Accounting, I have always felt the need for a cumulative activity that brought all aspects of the class together into a project that is beneficial at many levels.

For me as a teacher, this project allowed my students to demonstrate that they understood terminology that went back as far as the first few chapters we studied at the beginning of the school year.  This project is extremely exciting because it not only reinforces what my students have learned throughout my class, but it forces them to put it all together.  It also incorporates many levels of technology that either promote additional courses in our building or make cross-curricular connections.

For my students, this project gave them an opportunity to select a company of personal interest to them and analyze it a bit.  At the beginning of the project, I remind my students to think about what they knew about Accounting and Finance at the very beginning of the year.  When they are done, I remind them that they now have the skills and ability to analyze an actual company’s set of financial statements and maybe even determine if this could be a good investment for them in the future – or use these skills to analyze other companies that may provide them personal financial benefit.

For my school, every year I have done this project it ties in directly with the school improvement plans set by building leadership teams.  The financial component supports and promotes mathematics reinforcement; the written part promotes writing across the curriculum.  Math and writing have always been a major part of Omaha Central’s school improvement process.  The research component supports critical thinking and critical research analysis, and the presentation aspect promotes student interaction, teamwork, and communication skills.  Time management and personal decision making also become a major part of this project, which are just a few of the traits that business and industry consider most desirable of our students.

I have found that this project is much more beneficial than many of the textbook related end-of-course projects that Accounting publishers offer.  I really feel that it offers student more of an experience that they may see at the collegiate level or more of the analytical skill sets required by business and industry.

Please consider using this project with your beginning level Accounting students.  
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