SHARE AN IDEA INFORMATION DOCUMENT

Idea Title:  Accounting Corporate Financial Analysis Project
Objectives/Overview:   Students will research a public company and analyze information.  This will all be based on company profit, sales, stock price, stock splits, nature of business, competition, product line information/new products, number of employees, number of locations, franchises, etc (see attached student information page).   After students collect this information, he or she will write a three to four-page report on findings (using Microsoft Word), create a financial spreadsheet and chart of company sales (using Microsoft Excel), and present their findings to the class (using PowerPoint as a visual aide).

Targeted NBEA Standards: 

· NBEA-Accounting III (Financial Statements) – A (Financial Statement Preparation & Analysis)

· NBEA-Accounting-V (Interpreting & Use of Data) – B (Decision Making)

· NBEA-Communication – III (Technological Communication) – Level 1 (Basic software application)

Concepts/Skills Reinforced or Mastered:  Skills and concepts reinforced include critical reading of analytical information, basic mathematical computations and the understanding of accounting/business related concepts and procedures, and writing skills will be strongly reinforced through the creation of the written element of this project.  Students will also demonstrate mastery of understanding income statements, balance sheets, and using Microsoft Excel to summarize financial information and create charts; Microsoft Word to create a written report that is properly formatted; Microsoft PowerPoint to create a visual presentation.
Course/Grade Level:  Completed at the end of a first-year Accounting or other financial related course that explores income statements, balance sheets, and corporate financial information/Grades 10-12
Materials/Resources/Equipment:  Internet for research, company annual report (may need to be requested from company if not found on internet), computer with necessary software (word processing system, spreadsheet application, and visual presentation software (such as PowerPoint), presentation equipment (LCD projector) for oral presentations.

Web Resources:  The following web sites are useful for students to locate information related to this project:

· Web page of selected company – look for annual report under Investor Relations
· www.hoovers.com

· www.yahoo.com/finance

· www.google.com/finance

· www.nyse.com

Time Required to Complete the Lesson/Unit:  10 days, 2 weeks (based on 45-minute class period).  See attached daily schedule.

